
The Centre for Forest Research and Experimentation 
(CIEF), with the close collaboration of the association 
‘Amigos del Tejo y las Tejedas’, organize within the 
framework of the European Union’s LIFE Teixeres 
project (LIFE20 NAT/ES/001128) the 5th edition of the 
International Yew (Taxus baccata) Conference, which 
will take place in the city of Requena (province of 
Valencia, Valencian Community, Spain) between 15 
and 17 April 2026. The aforementioned project is deve-
loped jointly through the CIEF by the Valencian Ministry 
on Environment, Infrastructure and Territory, and its 
public company VAERSA, both belonging to the Genera-
litat Valenciana -regional government of the Valencian 
Community-. 
The previous editions of the International Yew Confe-
rence were held in several Spanish cities: Alcoi 
(province of Alicante) in 2006, Olot (Girona) in 2008, 
Ponferrada (León) in 2010 and Poblet (Tarragona) in 
2014. For their development, most of these editions 
have been supported or co-financed by the European 
Union’s LIFE program through 3 former projects deve-
loped in the Valencian Community (project LIFE Alta 
Muntanya, 2004-2006), Catalonia (LIFE Taxus, 
2012-2016), and the Spanish regions of the Cantabrian 
range (LIFE Baccata, 2016-2021).
Taxus baccata is one of the most popular and 
well-known plant species in decline in Spain, as well as 
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the one that is usually considered the longest-lived. It is 
also present in many Mediterranean countries, where is 
also considered as a relict and declining species, being the 
subject of various conservation and genetic rescue 
projects. This has led to a growing number of specialists in 
its knowledge and management, meeting at international 
conferences such as this scheduled for Requena in 2026. 

The conference is expected to last 3 days, with the first two 
-April 15 and 16- being dedicated to the presentation of 
papers, round tables and debates, while the last one would 
be dedicated to a half-day field trip to nearby areas where 
conservation work is being carried out with this species in 
the center-west of the province of Valencia. In addition to 
various habitat restoration actions (plantations of yew and 
nurse species, in situ protection of specimens, etc.), this 
zone is home to several living collections of seed-produ-
cing plants from the same area, following the quasi in situ 
conservation model, implanted in natural or semi-natural 
areas. 
Registration for the conference is free but mandatory. 
Requena is the main town in the interior sector of the 
province of Valencia, connected to Madrid and Valencia 
cities through highway and high-speed trains.  For any 
relevant information, the congress website can be found at 
the following link� https://sites.google.com/view/vjorna-
dastejo/inicio?authuser=0 
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PROJECTS

1. RESCOM Project�
    An integrated approach to (re)discovering synergies 
    between ecosystem conservation and human activities 

By Adam JIRSA (AIFM)

The RESCOM project, launched in 2023 by the Mediter-
ranean Consortium for Biodiversity and funded by the 
French Environment Fund, the MAVA Foundation and 
the French Development Agency, aims to strengthen 
the resilience of ecosystems in the Mediterranean. It 
promotes partnership-based work, bringing together a 
multitude of actors (managers, researchers, associa-
tions, institutions, local populations) in several coun-
tries around the Mediterranean. As part of the RESCOM 
project, the International Association for Mediter-
ranean Forests (AIFM) is working in partnership with 
the Directorate General of Forests (DGF), local commu-
nities and experts to strengthen the resilience of 
ecosystems in the Oued Ezzen National Park (NP Oued 
Ezzen), Tunisia. This exceptional forest area faces 
challenges related to climate change, but also to the 
difficult socio-economic conditions of local communi-
ties. The aim of the RESCOM project on this site is to 
find synergies between the needs of local communities 
and the DGF and actions to preserve natural environ-
ments and biodiversity. This is innovative work in the 
Tunisian context, where the Forest Code imposes 
restrictions on local communities. 

« All actions likely to harm the natural development 
of fauna and flora are prohibited or subject to restric-
tions, including hunting, fishing, agricultural, 
forestry and pastoral activities, industrial activities, 
mining, advertising and commercial activities, the 
extraction of materials, whether concessionary or 
not, the use of water, and public traffic, regardless of 
the means used, the wandering of domestic animals 
within a national park or nature reserve, as well as 
flying over them by aircraft. » (translated from French, Code 
forestier et ses textes d’application, 2017) 

The Forest Code stipulates the following regarding 
national parks:
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Article 221.  

Carried out on demand and with the agreement of the 
DGF, the RESCOM project's actions are experimental in 
nature, given the Forest Code currently in application. 
The RESCOM project is therefore truly innovative in 
terms of the sustainable management of Tunisia's 
protected areas. The pilot actions could serve as 
examples for devising more flexible forms of manage-
ment that are better suited to the needs of local 
stakeholders, while always prioritising the preservation 
of ecosystems. 
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Furthermore, the AIFM's work within RESCOM is based 
in the NP Oued Ezzen but aims to propose solutions 
that can be applied to other protected areas in Tunisia 
facing similar challenges.  The first part of the AIFM's 
work consisted of developing and validating a mana-
gement and development plan (PAG) for the ecosyste-
mic unit of Oued Ezzen (national park and two 
adjacent natural reserves). This made it possible to 
establish a general overview of the territory and its 
challenges, define management guidelines and trans-
late them into actions. 

The actions set out in this document were then 
submitted to a consultation process with local 
stakeholders to identify those considered to be priori-
ties. In October 2025, the AIFM had the opportunity to 
participate in a field visit of the DGF teams during 
which the actions carried out as part of the RESCOM 
project were validated. These actions include, for 
example, the installation of signage adapted to the 
challenges of the territory. 

Currently non-existent, signage will serve to raise 
awareness among park visitors, channel visitor flows 
to limit their impact on fragile natural environments, 
and direct visitors to douars where local populations 
are seeking to develop ecotourism activities (lodging, 
sale of local products, etc.). 

Tourist activities (hiking, wild camping, lodgings, etc.) 
are commonplace in the NP Oued Ezzen, despite being 
formally prohibited by the Forest Code. The RESCOM 
project&#39;s approach is to experiment with participa-
tory and proactive management of ecotourism, rather 
than restrictive management, which is inefficient in 
preventing the negative impacts of these activities and 
creates additional difficulties for local populations. The 
initiative therefore aims to build the resilience of the 
territory as a whole: that of local populations (by facili-
tating the development of their economic activities) and 
that of ecosystems and their biodiversity (by limiting the 
negative impact of visitors on natural environments).

The AIFM has also recently become the coordinating 
structure for the Bouhachem Natural Park pilot site in 
Morocco, thanks to an additional funding granted to the 
RESCOM project by the French Development Agency 
(AFD) in 2025. The AIFM will strive to work in close 
partnership with the Regional Directory of the National 
Forest and Water Agency (DRANEF) Tanger-Tétouan-Al 
Hoceima and local stakeholders to strengthen the 
resilience of the territory through nature-based 
solutions and innovative actions that benefit both local 
communities and ecosystems.

Adam JIRSA, AIFM
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By Faten Mezni (INRGREF)

The TRANS-SAHARA project seeks to break down these 
barriers by embedding water security into agroforestry 
systems using an innovative Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystems 
(WEFE) Nexus approach. By deploying innovative technologi-
cal nature-based solutions (NBS), advanced measurement 
technologies, scalable agroforestry models, and sustainable 
business strategies, the project aims to enhance community 
livelihoods and promote long-term adoption.

With a budget of €5.5 million and a duration of 3 years, TRANS-SAHARA, under the coordination of the European 
Research Executive Agency, this project brings together 21 partners from 8 African countries (Algeria, Chad, Djibouti, 
Ghana, Kenya, Mali, Senegal, and Tunisia (INRGREF)), 5 European countries (Belgium, Germany, Italy, Spain, the Nether-
lands), and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), United Nations University Institute for 
Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS), Bavarian State Ministry for Environment and Consumer Protection 
(StMUV) Germany, and National University Corporation Wakayama University, National University Corporation Tottori 
University, and Tokyo University of Agriculture in Japan, as Associated Partners. The project will be implemented in 
conjunction with the UNCCD Great Green Wall Initiative. The project seeks to promote sustainable agroforestry by 
embedding water security into agroforestry systems through innovative measurement technologies, scalable agrofo-
restry models, and sustainable business strategies.

2. TRANS-SAHARA project��
    Novel WEFE Nexus-based approaches towards agroforestry 
    management in the Greater Northern African Region

Large-scale pilot initiatives in Tunisia, Ghana, and Ethiopia and smaller scale demonstrations as part of the UNCCD 
Great Green Wall initiative in Chad, Djibouti and Senegal will validate these solutions, with a strong emphasis on 
community-led engagement to ensure local relevance and acceptance.
By bridging knowledge gaps, improving crop yields, and establishing carbon sinks on degraded land, the TRANS-SAHARA 
project will contribute to socio-economic growth and climate resilience. Its participatory, multi-stakeholder approach 
aspires to achieve widespread adoption across Africa by 2030, fostering sustainable development and bolstering 
climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts in Africa and beyond.
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GENMEDA has 33 members & 1 associate member from 14 countries contributing to the 
conservation of the Mediterranean flora genetic resources.

Why a network? 
Plant conservation centres from a same floristic region can make a large contribution to conservation by implementing 
both ex situ and in situ joint and coordinated actions. Cooperation allows information-sharing and developing common 
methodologies and applied technical and scientific know-how. 

Who is involved? 
Local, regional, national and international authorities & institutions, national bodies, universities and research centers. 

Mission and objectives 
GENMEDA aims to contribute to the conservation of Mediterranean flora genetic resources through: Enhancement of 
human capital, equipment and methodologies to boost flora conservation applied knowledge 

Harvesting of most threatened species genetic materials and creating, as far as possible, living plant collections 
Creation of a virtual common collection of vegetal genetic and reproduction materials 
Planning of joint initiatives concerning flora conservation and/or management 
Backing-up the decision-making processes of flora conservation public policies 
Support of environmental education and public awareness on biodiversity conservation.



Members 
1. Centre for Forestry Research and Experimentation 

(CIEF) of the Valencian Community, Spain

2. National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA), 
Faculty of Biology – Department of Botany, Greece 

3. Institut Botànic - Jardí Botànic de Barcelona (JBB), 
Spain

4. Conservatoire Botanique National Méditerranéen 
of Porquerolles (CBNMed), France

5. Center of Conservation of Wild Flora of the Region 
of Murcia (CCFS), Spain

6. Fundació Jardí Botànic de Sòller (JBS), Spain

7. University of Catania - Department of Biological, 
Geological and Environmental Sciences (DBS), Italy

8. CIHEAM Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of 
Chania (MAICh), Greece

9. University of Cagliari - Hortus Botanicus 
Karalitanus (HBK), Italy

10. Botanic Garden of the University of Valencia 
(JBUV), Spain

11. Department of Biology, University of Malta (DBUM), 
Malta

12.

13. Mansoura University, Faculty of Science (FSUM), 
Egypt

14. Agricultural Research Institute (ARI), Cyprus

15.
Botanique National de Corse, France

16.

17. Arid Zones Research Institute (IRA), Tunisia

Mohammed V de Rabat University, Institut 
Scientifique de Rabat (ISR), Morroco 

National Research Institute for Rural Engineering, 
Water and Forests (INRGREF), Tunisia Arid Zones 
Research Institute (IRA), Tunisia

18. Saint Joseph University (USJ), Laboratory for 
Seed Germination and Conservation and ‘Jouzour 
Loubnan’ Seed Bank, Lebanon

19. Hamma Botanical Garden (JEH), Algeria

20. Hellenic Agricultural Organization ”DEMETER”, 
Institute of Mediterranean & Forest Ecosystems 
(FRIA), Greece 

21. Rete italiana banche del germoplasma per la 
conservazione ex situ della flora spontanea 
italiana (RIBES), Italy

22. Natural History Museum Rijeka (NHMR), Croatia

IUCN/SCC – Mediterranean Plant Specialist Group 
(MPSG), Switzerland 

Sapienza University of Rome, Botanical Garden 
of Rome (BGR), Italy 

University of Tuscia, Tuscia Germplasm Bank 
(TGB), Italy 

International Association for Mediterranean 
Forests (AIFM), France 

University of Palermo, Sicilian Plant Germplasm 
Repository (SPGR/PA), Italy 

Biopolis Association, Portugal 

Forest Research Center, School of Agriculture (ISA), 

Marimurtra Botanical Garden, Spain 

Botanic Garden of Castilla-La Mancha (JBCLM), 
Spain

Real Jardín Botánico, CSIC, Madrid, Spain 

El Centre Forestal de les Illes Balears, Spain

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

33.

34.

32.

31.

23.

24.

THE NETWORK

Associate members
Conservatoire

Nature Conservation Unit, Frederick University 
(FredU – NCU), Cyprus
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THE NETWORK

President
Imtinen BEN HAJ JILANI 
(on behalf of CIHEAM MAICh, ‘Institut National Agronomique de Tunisie’, University of Carthage, Tunisia).

Secretary/Treasurer
Ana CEBRIÁN (Centre for Forestry Research and Experimentation (CIEF), Valencian Region, Spain).

Steering Committee coordinator
Costantino BONOMI (RIBES, Italy).

Steering Committee members
Vito Emanuele CAMBRIA (BGR, Italy)
Michalis CHOREFTAKIS (CIHEAM-MAICh, Greece)
Evangelia DASKALAKOU (FRIA, Greece)
Alejandro Santiago GONZÁLEZ (JBCLM, Spain) 
Boštjan SURINA (NHMR, Croatia).

Working Groups 
WG1 - Communication: Isabel MARQUES (CEF)/Lead, Lou BARBE (CBNC), Ana CEBRIAN (CIEF), Bertrand DE MONTMOL-
LIN (IUCN/SSC/MPSG), Caroline FAVIER (CBNC), Adamantia KOKKINAKI (MAICh), Francesca MELONI (CCB), Joëlle 
SALAMEH (AIFM). 

WG2 - Database: Lara DIXON (CBNMed)/Lead, Costantino BONOMI (RIBES), Lou BARBE (CBNC), Inmaculada FERRANDO 
(CIEF), Panagiota GOTSIOU (MAICh), Ali KHORCHANI (INRGREF), Angelos KYRATZIS (ARI), Chouaib MOUJAHDI (ISR), 
Marco PORCEDDU (HBK), Gianmarco TAVILLA (DBS), Cloé TROUILLET (CBNC).

WG3 - Orchids and microbiota: Sara MAGRINI (RIBES)/Lead, Fabio ATTORE (BGR), Joseph BUHAGIAR (BDUM), Vito 
Emanuele CAMBRIA (BGR), Jalal EL OUALIDI (ISR), Spyros OIKONOMIDIS (NKUA), Boštjan SURINA (NHMR), Magdalena 
VICENS (JBS).

WG4 - Seed Force International: Vito Emanuele CAMBRIA (BGR)/Lead, Mohamed ABDELAAL (FSUM), Miriam AIXART 
(JBB), Daniel ARIZPE (CIEF), Fabio ATTORE (BGR), Lou BARBE (CBNC), Costantino BONOMI (RIBES), Joseph BUHAGIAR 
(DBUM), Antonia CRISTAUDO (DBS), Evangelia DASKALAKOU (FRIA), Jalal EL OUALIDI (ISR), Elena ESTRELLES (JBUV), 
Christini FOURNARAKI (MAICh), Laetitia HUGOT (CBNC), Abdelhamid KHALDI (INRGREF), Sara MAGRINI (RIBES), Faten 
MEZNI (INRGREF), Mohamed NEFFATI (IRA), Francisco Javier SÁNCHEZ-SAORÍN (CCFS), Boutheina STITI (INRGREF), 
Boštjan SURINA (NHMR), Issam TOUHAMI (INRGREF), Cloé TROUILLET (CBNC), Magdalena VICENS (JBS), Nassima YAHI 
(JEH).

Representatives 
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GENMEDA is a community of seed banks, gene banks, botanical gardens and other
conservation centres of plant genetic resources, including authorities, national

bodies, networks and international expert groups and associations.

Visit our website to see more about GENMEDA and our
publications & projects

genmeda.net@gmail.com

@Genmeda www.genmeda.net
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Prunus prostrata Labill. (Rosaceae). 
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